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I».  PRESIDENT  AND  1  USERS  OF  TlfiS  TRibUNIJi 

The  defense  of  the  eooused  Hata,  Shun.'olct) ,  v/ill,  like  the  evidence  whi 
the  prosecution  contends  points  the  fincor  of  guilt  at  the  acoused,  be  very  br’ 

At  no  time  has  the  prosecution  introduced  any  evidence  quoting  any 
spoeohes,  pamphlets,  books,  etc,,  of  the  accused,  nor  has  it  contended  Hata  jolr 
or  was  associated  with  any  brotherhood,  clique.  Rule  Association,  or  other 
Jingoistic  society,  which  night  need  explaining  before  the  Tribunal.  Thoroforo, 
v.'0  v/ill  offer  no  docunonts.  All  our  ovidonoe  will  bo  by  witnesses  appearing  in 
30  I’t. 

The  defense  evidence  is  based  almost  entirely  on  Pago  10,826  of  tho 
rooox^J  Y/hero,  in  ansvAer  to  our  notion  for  dismissal,  Ifr.  Conyns-Carr  states  that 
tho  prosooution  contends  the  accused  Kata  "participated  in  Japan’s  overall 
aggression  in  throe  different  ways:  (1)  He  carried  out  aggressive  warfare  in 
China  at  two  different  periods  as  comnandor  of  various  arnios  in  China.  (2)  As 
Minister  of  V/ar  fr<xn  30  August  1939  to  22  July  1940,  ho  helped  determine  the 
national  policy  and  v/orked  on  plans  and  preparation  for  aggressive  vrar  during 
that  ported}  and  (3)  He  was  one  of  tho  prime  movers  in  the  overthrow  of  tho 
Yonai  Cabinet,  thus  giving  now  dihootion  and  expansion  to  tho  entire  oonspirac’ 
and  the  recently  raised  issue  of  General  Hata's  alleged  implication  in  the 
Doolittle  triol. 

Tho  first  point  -  aggression  in  China  as  commander  of  armies  in  Chin; 
we  doom  unworthy  of  ansv/er  and  leave  entirely  to  the  Tribunal  to  dotomine 
whether  tho  profession  of  arms  in  tho  service  of  one's  country  is  an  act  of 
aggression  merely  because  after  tho  outbreak  of  war  tho  career  soldier  is  high 
enough  in  rank  to  act  "as  commander  of  various  omios".  7lo  v/ill  direct  our 
evidence  to  points  2  and  3. 

y'  • 

Wo  will  through  tho  chiefs  of  tho  Personnel  Section  of  the  War  Ministr, 
8ho^7  that  appointment  of  General  I.futo  to  his  position  and  recommendation  of 
Oonorol  Tojo  as  succeeding  War  Minister  wore  made  in  aooordanoo  with  immonorial 
custom  in  tho  Japanese  /jrmy's  system  for  promotions  and  appointmonts ,  after  tho 
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dooioloiio  for  tho  above  actions  r;oro  node  by  tho  proper  authorities  and  fonvard*  ci 
to  tho  '.Var  lliulstor  for  his  appropriate  and  perfunctory  action* 

V/ith  reforonco  to  tho  trial  of  tl;o  Doolittle  fliers,  vro  v.’ill  trace  the 
rdaelo  oliain  ef  events  fron  their  capture  in  China  to  their  delivery  in  Tokyo  for 
trial,  to  their  return  to  Shanchal  for  trial  by  tho  13th  y»nny  Iloadquartors  tho’’o, 
not  Kata's  Expoditionary  Amy  Headquarters,  to  tho  sohlsn  in  Tokyo  botv/oon  th( 
General  Staff  and  tho  V;ar  llinistry,  v/ith  tho  fomer  insistinc  on  death  for  all 
fliers,  to  tho  pronul[;ation  in  Tolcyo  of  a  navt  nilitary  lav;  for  ti’i.al  of  t’li  ir.'j 
v/ho  raided  tho  Japanese  honelnnd  or  Japanese  controlled  areas  in  China  and  tho 
dooision  to  apply  tho  new  lav;  to  the  Doolittle  fliers  although  tho  raii  had  taken 
laoc  before  the  proinulgation  of  tho  nov/  lav;,  to  tho  dooision  of  tho  Genoral 
o.uff  in  Tolcyo  that  it  alone  v/ould  review  tho  dooision  of  tho  Doolittle  fliers' 
trial,  pass  final  Judgnonts,  nako  all  announcements  as  to  trial,  sentonoo, 
oxooution  of  sontonco,  and  finally,  to  the  orriTOl  in  China  of  u  spocial  onissory 
direct  fron  Tolcyo  to  nako  sure  tho  trial  wos  held,  after  Kata's  announoenont  that 
he  would  treat  tho  fliers  as  P.O.'if.'s  Instead  of  subjootinc  thori  to  trial  by 
nilitary  court*  This  series  of  events  will  bo  traced  by  tv;o  v/itnossos,  ono  from 
China,  ono  fron  Tokyo,  both  of  v/hon  took  part  in  tho  dr‘'Jna,  to  shov;  Kata  novor 
was  involved  in  tho  trial  as  a  protagonist  and  tho  lengths  to  which  ho  wont  to 
fight  tho  holding  of  tho  trial. 

Tilth  roforonoo  to  tho  socond  point  nado  by  tho  prosecution,  the 
ovidonoo  to  bo  produced  will  she;;  that  far  fron  '.vorking  on  plans  and  preparations 
for  aggrosslvo  vrar,  Goncrr.l  Kata  consistontly  fought  against  that  very  thing* 

1*  General  Ugaki  will  testify  that  ho  gives  full  credit  to  Genoral 
Kata,  then  a  colonel,  for  tho  success  of  his  roadjustnont  of  tho  nunorioal  stron, 
of  tho  Japanese  Lmy  \^on  he,  Ugaki,  was  tho  ..ar  Uinistor* 

2*  Booano  Vlar  lilnistcr  in  tho  Abo  Cabinet  by  special  oirousristanoes 
aftor  tho  Throo  Chiefs'  Council  had  solootod  another  man  of  thoir  o\-ra  choosing* 

3*  On  boooning  V.ar  liinlstor  in  tho  Abo  Cabinot,  issued  an  ordor 
forbidding  participation  of  amy  offioors  in  politics  and  ordering  then  to  stiok 
to  soldiering* 

4*  Ordered  tho  Keepoitai  to  ooaso  all  participation  in  politics* 
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6.  V/'hon  his  ordor  of  "no  polUlos”  vnxa  dlfoboyed  by  a  oolonol  v/ho 
attacked  the  United  States  and  Bnclnnd  in  a  spoeoh,  cryinc  Uov/n  v/ith  thoso 
countries",  liatu  ordered  his  return  to  Tokyo,  reprimnded  hin  severely,  then 

transferred  hin  to  an  outlyinc  poet. 

6.  This  Tribunal  and  history  will  learn  for  the  first  tine  thr.t  in 

1939  Hata,  as  ’..'ar  Minister,  bocan  secret  (because  the  terns  ho  v/antod  to  c^vo 

China  wore  opposed  by  everyone  around  hin)  nocotlations  for  a  Sino-Japunoso  poao- 

v/ith  General issir.io  Chlanc  Kai-Shok.  Because  of  the  opposition  to  tuo  toms 

wanted  to  cive  to  the  Chinese,  tho  nocotlations  had  to  bo  carried  out  under/-  n 

and  tho  prclininnry  steps  v/oro  made  by  slcnr.l  codes.  Hata's  part  of  tho  barca 

v/as  to  bo  "the  evacuation  of  all  Japnneso  troops  I'ron  China".  Durinc  tho 

nocotiations,  to  shov/  his  cood  faith  to  tho  norot iators. on  tho  Chir.oso  sido,  who 

at  first  oouldn^t  boliove  a  sinooro  atter.pt  was  being  node  to  brine  about  poacr, 

Hata,  still  as  war  rdiilstor,  roduood  the  nunber  of  Japanese  troops  in  China  {r'r. 

»  • 

900,000  to  500,000  v.-hon  ho  nade  up  his  19'10  budget.  However,  the  reduction  was 
bitterly  opposed  by  the  General  Staff  and  the  final  figuro  of  Japanese  troops 

was  roduood  to  between  600,000  and  650,000. 

7.  It  will  bo  testified  that  "If  General  Hata  had  rominod  in  office 
as  V.'ar  Minister,  I  do  not  have  any  doubt  that  a  successful  peace  treaty  v/ould 
have  been  concluded.  Hov/ever,  not  long  after  General  Hata  had  suddenly  rosicnod 
his  office,  tho  negotiations  cane  to  an  end". 

8.  In  1940,  when  Hata  was  ’.'ar  Minister,  the  question  arose  of  uso  of 
Chinese  prisoners  in  tho  coal  nines  in  Japan.  Because  of  Hata's  opposition,  h' 
plan  fell  through. 

s 

9.  In  1942,  when  Hata  was  Connandor  in  China,  the  plan  to  uso  Chino, 
prisoners  in  Japan's  coal  nines  again  cone  up,  and  again,  bemuse  of  Hata’s 

opposition,  tho  plan  fell  through. 

10.  It  will  bo  testified  that  in  1941,  v/hilo  Corjnandor  in  China, 

Hata  sent  his  Chief  of  Staff,  General  Ushirogu,  to  Tokyo  as  his  porsorx.l  onissar 
to  express  Hata's  views  on  his,  Hata's,  "opposition  to  any  road  or  action  which 

night  lead  to  trouble  v/ith  /unorioa  or  the  British  Etipiro  . 

11.  In  1944,  when  General  Ugol:!  went  to  Chi-na  to  try  to  sook  a  Sino- 
Japaneso  peace.  General  Hr.ta  oaoouroged  and  supported  hin.  Tho  sane  Ugaki,  Mho 
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Ms  boen  a  prosecution  wltnoss,  will  testify  that  when  In  1337  ho  tried  to  forr 
a  o?,bl:ict  but  v;:',3  t.ti.urlod  by  those  who  opposod  hin  booauso  ho,  with  tho  hoi 
of  ilr.tc.,  hr.d  roduood  tho  nunorioal  stron::th  of  tho  Japanoso  amy,  Knta  v/r.o  ono 

of  his  ohoioos  for  ./ar  JJiuistor  hod  lio  boon  able  to  forn  a  or.birot  in  that  oruoi 
tlno. 

With  rospoct  to  tho  third  point  of  tho  prosooution,  that  the  aoousod 
Hr.ta  "vr.s  ono  of  tho  prino  novors  in  tho  ovorthrovA  of  the  Yonai  Cabinet,  thua 
ylvinr^  new  dirootl>n  and  expansion  to  tho  ontiro  conspiracy",  tho  proaooutlo 
rclloB  on  tho  undisputed  fact  tlmt  tho  Yonai  Cabinet  v^vs  a  oonscrvatlvo,  anti-..:. 
antl-Trlpartlto  Pact  Cabinet,  that  Hr.ta  suddenly  roslcnod  as  '"ar  l.lnlst.,r,  as  a 
>l  of  which  roslenation  tho  Yo;ial  Cabinet  foil.  From  his  rcslcnatlon, 
alt;iou(;h  no  statononts  of  tho  accused  Hata  are  Introduced,  boor.uso  In  fact  ho 
nado  nono,  tho  prosecution  doducos  thot  tho  accused  Hata  ^vus  in  favor  of  tho 
Tri-Partito  Pr.ct  and  v/as  opposed  to  the  Yonai  Cabinet  and  its  policies.  But 
whoro  is  tho  Foroicn  idnistor  vdio  could  toll  this  Tribunal  v/hothcr  or  not  his 
polioios  v/oro  opposed  by  Kata?  Mhoro  is  tho  Prino  ninistor  hinsolf  v/i:o  oould 
infom  the  Tribunal  whether  or  not  Hata  opposod  or  supnortocl  his  Cabinet  and  it 
polioios?  Tlioy  both  live  in  Tokyo  but  noitlier  ono  wr.a  oallod  by  the  prosooution, 
..o  v/ill  ronody  this  crovious  ovorslc-ht  on  tho  part  of  tho  prosecution  and  v/e  will 
produoo  both  Pronlor  Yonai  and  Foreign  liinistor  Arita  and  tho  Tribunal  will  hoar 
tho  full  storj'  of  Hata's  position  in  tho  Cabinet, 

This  Tribunal  and  history  will  loam  for  tho  first  tino  tho  rmasiag 
insido  story  of  tho  smashing  of  tho  Yorjai  Cabinet  a.nd  tho  do\-/nfall  of  Ooncral 
Hata  vdio  novor  again  hold  high  governnont  office,  who  v/as  definitely  not  ono  of 
tho  sovon  v.'ho  v/oro  doooratod  by  Gornony  for  thoir  part  in  sponsoring  tho 
Tri-Partito  Pact,  and  finally  v/ho  was  oxllod  to  China  for  aliaost  four  years,  so 
that  ho  oould  not  again  stand  in  tho  way  of  thoso  who  brolco  hin  as  Viar  Uinistor, 
The  following  facts  will  bo  provonj 

1*  That  Hata  oonsistontly  opposod  and  had  nado  kno\7n  to  tho  Foreign 
lanistor  his  unaltorablo  opposition  to  tho  Tri-Partito  Pact  or  any  tio  v/ith  the 
Gomans  as  early  as  tho  days  of  tho  Hiranuna  Cabinet,  both  on  personal  grounds 
and  tho  grounds  thc.t  tho  Pact  would  antagouito  tho  Anglo-Scjcon  oountrios. 
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2«  Thcvt  it  vms  v/oll  hnwfn  in  cimy  oirolos  that  Hata  \m8  opposed  to 
the  Trl-Pp.rtito  Pact, 

3,  Tlmt  at  the  tino  of  hio  fall  c.o  '7r.r  Minister  in  tho  fonai  Cabinet 
"Ilatr.  v.'as  V.ar  lir.istor  in  nano  only  beoanse  his  successor  had  already  boon 
dooidod  upon  in  ari.v  circles"  and  "so  strongly  v.as  ho  opposed  by  thoso  arou:;d 

him  that  his  orders  wore  not  boing  obeyed", 

d.  That  Hc.ta  vms  in  full  accord  with  tho  Yoaai  Cabinet ’s  policies  anc 

# 

supported  it  oonplotoly. 

5,  That  both  Prenior  Yonai  and  Foroicn  ilinistor  Arita,  thoui;h  tho; 
did  not  know  whi’.t  had  caused  Kata's  sudden  resirpiation,  believed  his  rosicnati 

to  havo  boon  forced  upon  him  and  beyond  his  control,  I 

6,  That  those  who  favored  tho  Tri«Partito  Pact  planned  to  kill  and 
succeeded  in  killinc  two  birds  vdth  one  stone  -  cettinc  Kata  out  of  tho 
j;ovemnont  and  snashins  the  Yonai  Cabinet  because  both  stood  in  tho  way  of  tho 

I 

8itnir.C  0^*  Pact, 

7,  Because  of  Hr.ta's  support  of  tho  Yonr.i  Cabinet  and  its  Anti- Tri¬ 
partite  Pact  stand  and  his  plan  as  shown  by  his  1940  'Yar  Uinistry  budrot  to  j 

reduce  radically  and  finally  to  v.lthdraw  Japanese  troops  altoGothor  out  of  China 

and  brine  tvbout  peaoo  with  China  in  that  nc.nnar,  rather  than  use  Gormn  pressure 
on  China  to  force  China  to  slcn  a  peace  treaty,  it  was  dooidod  to  force  Kata  to 
resign  as  ’./ar  llinister  by  express  dcciands  of  tlie  Chief  of  the  Inporial  General 
Staff  hinsolf,  Prince  Kanin, 

8,  It  will  be  shov/n  that  after  a  scries  of  conferences  bet^70on  nor*  rr 
of  tho  General  Staff  and  the  Vice- llinister  of  V.'ar,  General  /uu'jni,  it  v/as  deci 
thr.t  "there  was  no  altornativo  but  to  ohango  tho  present  Cabinet", 

9,  It  will  be  shovm  that  this  decision  wr.s  stated  to  bo  "not  tho  ’ 

opinion  of  General  Hata,  but  it  was  tho  opinion  of  tho  Vioe-llinlstor  and  the  nen 

below  hin  in  tho  '.Var  Ministry", 

10,  Vihen  tho  decision  lud  boon  nado  to  overthrow  tho  Yonai  Cabinet  ! 

by  tho  method  of  ronoving  its  'Jar  Minister,  Hata,  fron  office.  Prince  Kanin  ^ 

stated  "thc.t  ho  was  truly  sorry  for  tho  'Jar  Minister  that  such  an  oxtreno  noasurc  [ 

had  to  bo  taken,  but  one  nust  boar  this  for  tho  good  of  tho  country  in  such  a  | 

vital  national  affair", 

i 
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11  •  Prinoo  Kanin  ordorod  the  Vioo-Chlof  of  Staff  to  v/rito  tho  lot* 
to  Kata,  tho  Prinoo  signed  it,  ordorod  the  Vioo-Chiof  of  the  Gonoral  Staff 
hinsolf  to  deliver  the  letter  to  Hata» 

12*  Tlio  letter  was  delivered  to  Kata  by  tho  Vioe-Chiof  of  tho  Gonoml 

4 

Staff  and  bov/ing  to  the  inevitable  after  tho  orders  from  tlio  Ir.iporial  Prince, 
Hata  resigned  as  */ar  Hinister,  the  Yonai  Cabinet  fell,  tho  second  Konoye  Cabinet 
oone  in  with  no  place  in  it  for  Kata  and  in  two  months  tho  Tri-Partito  Pact  v/as 
signed* 


L 
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